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urban area having today a population of nearly 4,500,000. Through
the various gateways of the basin it has contact by rail and canal with
all sections of Europe. This enhances the commercial importance of
the city, and has brought to it cultural and ethnic contributions from
every corner of the continent.

Paris not only is noted as a commercial center, but is the leading
manufacturing city of France. Its industries are mostly concerned in
turning out goods in the production of which taste, care and originality
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play an important part. The skill of its artistic population is thus uti-
lized, and its products have a world demand.

AGRICULTURE

France is unusual among the western European powers in that
agriculture is its most important economic activity, and the one upon
which much of its prosperity is based. Some 41 per cent of its lands
are devoted to crops, 5 per cent being in orchards and vineyards and 24
per cent in meadows and pastures. The cultivation of these lands en-
gages the attention of as many people as are employed in manufactur-
ing and commerce combined; but despite this great activity, France is
gradually becoming dependent upon outside sources for a portion of
its food supply. Prior to the World War, the nation produced approxi-